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Rockland Fire Protection District 
Board of Trustees 

 
Minutes of Special Meeting 

Friday, August 31 2018 
Knollwood Fire Department, Meeting Room 
14 Skokie Highway, Lake Bluff, IL. 60044 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call. President Rogers called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. Roll call 

was taken with the following attendance noted: 
Trustee/President Dan Rogers   Chief Jon Harlow 
Trustee/Secretary Robert Grum   Deputy Chief Mike Issel 

 Trustee Karl Snoblin    Attorney Brian O’Connor 
 
 Quorum acknowledged. 

Others present – members of the Fire Department and Public.  
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. Recitation led by President Rogers. 
 

3. Public Comment. President Rogers opened Public Comment. Please note that all names are 
spelled phonetically. 
a. Teresa Taingello, a Knollwood resident. Asked about answers from questions raised during 

the Special Board Meeting on August 21, 2018, concerning the proposed services 
intergovernmental agreement. Commented that resident s of the District do not want the fire 
department closed. 

b. Julie Brennan, a Knollwood resident. Stated she worked for Northwestern Medicine 
emergency services, but offered comments as a resident and not in her occupational capacity. 
She expressed concerns about consolidation of services in the proposed services agreement, 
and the impact on response times and patient life safety. She opined that response times 
would suffer if the Knollwood Fire Department closed under the proposed services 
agreement. Commented that Knollwood Fire Department response time with an Advanced 
Life Support capable engine was 3 minutes. 

c. Brian Harrington, a resident of the Sanctuary Subdivision within the District. Inquired about 
ambulance reimbursement and payments made to Libertyville under the current ambulance 
services intergovernmental agreement. [Attorney O’Connor clarified that Federal Medicare 
rules required the entity providing the ambulance treatment and transport services bill for 
those services, which is the current practice with the Village of Libertyville.] 

d. Benjamin Miller, a Knollwood resident. Commented that the timing of the meeting at 3:00 
p.m. precluded a number of interested residents from attending. 

e. Chris Prager. Opined that the proposed services intergovernmental agreement was all about 
money, to enable the City of Lake Forest to make pension payments. Was opposed to the 
ability of the City of Lake Forest to tax the District for services. [Attorney O’Connor advised 
that taxing authority for the District would remain with the District Board of Trustees even if 
the proposed services intergovernmental agreement was approved.] Offered concerns about 
the impact of increased call volume from the District on City of Lake Forest and Village of 
Libertyville staffs, with the resulting impact on patient services to the District. 

 
4. Consideration of the revised Lake Forest/Libertyville services proposal intergovernmental 

agreement.  
a. Trustee Snoblin voice concerns about, and general opposition to, the proposed revised 

services intergovernmental agreement at this point in time. 
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i. He commented that the impact of any significant changes to the method of service 
delivery need to be understood. 

ii. He asked for a motion to table consideration of the revised services intergovernmental 
agreement. The motion failed for the lack of being made and seconded. 

iii. He continued with his assessment that the proposed revised services intergovernmental 
agreement was unacceptable in its current form. 

iv. His assessment of unsuitability of the revised services intergovernmental agreement was 
based upon the lack of detail and commitment concerning service levels and standards for 
emergency response to the District. 

v. He did not welcome the change to termination provisions. He stated that he took issue 
with the fact that termination for just cause such as breach of contract should be 
immediate and not be subject to a two year notice. 

b. At President Rogers’ request, Attorney O’Connor reviewed the proposed revised services 
intergovernmental agreement, particularly the two changes and his comments. 

c. Trustee Snoblin offered no additional comments. 
d. Neither Trustee Grum nor Trustee Rogers offered any comments. 
e. Chief Harlow asked several questions concerning various provisions in the proposed revised 

services intergovernmental agreement. 
f. There being no further discussion, Trustee Rogers made a motion to approve the revised 

services intergovernmental agreement with the changes noted by Attorney O’Connor and 
omitting Attorney O’Connor’s comments. Trustee Grum seconded the motion. The motion 
passed on a roll call vote: 2 Aye (Grum, Rogers), 1 Nay (Snoblin). 

g. Attorney O’Connor presented copies of the revised services intergovernmental agreement 
with the changes noted for signature by President Rogers and Secretary Grum. 

 
5. Consideration of amending Ord. 2018-01 Adopting and Approving the Budget and 

Appropriations for FY 2018-2019.  
a. Attorney O’Connor explained that notwithstanding Board approval of the revised services 

intergovernmental agreement, the District could only make payments required by that 
agreement after adopting an amended budget and appropriations ordinance.  

b. Attorney O’Connor briefly reviewed the need to have a proposed amended budget and 
appropriations ordinance available for public review at least 30 days prior to consideration 
and approval, as well as the need to publish notice at least once in a local newspaper of a 
public hearing by the Board on the proposed amended budget and appropriations ordinance at 
least 30 days prior to that hearing. 

c. The Board took Attorney O’Connor’s advice under consideration. 
 

6. Adjournment.  Trustee Grum made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 3:32 p.m. which was 
seconded by Trustee Rogers. The Motion was approved by a voice vote: 3 Aye (Grum, Rogers, 
Snoblin), 0 Nay. Meeting adjourned at 3:32 p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brian J. O’Connor 
District Attorney 

 
Approved ______________________, 2018 

 
            
Dan Rogers, Board President   Robert Grum, Board Secretary 
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