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Rockland Fire Protection District 
Board of Trustees 

 

Minutes of Special Meeting 
Thursday, May 20, 2019 

Rockland Fire Protection District, Meeting Room 
14 Skokie Highway, Lake Bluff, IL. 60044 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call. Trustee Marcin Malinowski called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Attorney O’Connor advised all present as follows.  
a. Lake County Circuit Court Judge Mitchell Hoffman administered the oath of office to the 3 

elected trustees at 8:00 a.m. this morning. 
i. Marcin Malinowski (6-year term, May 2019 – April 2025) 

ii. Amy Bernstein (4-year term, May 2019 – April 2023) 
iii. David Andersen (2-year term, May 2019 – April 2021) 

b. He had only become aware of this fact at about 10:40 a.m. and notified the out-going 
appointed trustees by email. 

c. He noted that since this was the third Monday of the month after their election and the oath of 
office had been duly administered that the elected Board now constituted the Board of 
Trustees for the Rockland Fire Protection District. 

d. He noted that after roll call, the new Board would elect officers (president, secretary, 
treasurer). 

e. The elected Board, all of whom attended the 5/13 regular meeting, would approve the 
minutes from the 5/13 meeting and continue with items on the agenda. 

f. He concluded by noting he had advised the former appointed trustees that they were of course 
welcome to attend the Board meeting as would be any member of the public. 

 

Attorney O’Connor took roll with the following attendance noted: 
 

Trustee Marcin Malinowski   Attorney Brian O’Connor 
Trustee  Amy Bernstein    Chief Pete Siebert [Lake Forest FD] 

 Trustee  David Andersen    Chief Rich Carani [Libertyville FD][arrived late] 
  

Quorum acknowledged. 
 

Others Present  Ed Whitehead   Nikki Snoblin  Barbara Nessler 
   Karl Snoblin 
 

Other members of the public 
 

2. Election of Board officers (2-year term, May 2019-April 2021). 
a. Trustee Malinowski moved, Trustee Andersen seconded, election of Trustee Bernstein as 

Secretary. No discussion.  
Voice vote: 3 Aye, 0 Nay. Motion passed. Secretary elected. 

b. Trustee Andersen moved, Trustee Bernstein seconded, election of Trustee Malinowski as 
President. No discussion.  
Voice vote: 3 Aye, 0 Nay. Motion passed. President elected. 

c. Trustee Malinowski moved, Trustee Bernstein seconded election of District resident Karl 
Snoblin as Treasurer. No discussion.  
Voice vote: 3 Aye, 0 Nay. Motion passed. Treasurer elected. 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance. Recitation led by President Malinowski. 
 

4. Consideration of Minutes of the regular board meeting of May 13, 2019.  Trustees paused to 
review the minutes prepared and distributed by Attorney O’Connor.  
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Motion by Trustee Malinowski, seconded by Trustee Bernstein, to approve the minutes for the 
regular board meeting of May 13, 2019. No further discussion.  
Voice vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

5. Ratify Board procedures for public comment [5 ILCS 120/2.06(g)]. Attorney O’Connor 
distributed copies of the Board procedures for public comment approved August 8, 2016, and 
amended February 12, 2018. Attorney O’Connor recommended the Board ratify these procedures 
but noted that the Board could amend the procedures by resolution if it preferred to make 
changes.  
 

Motion by Trustee Malinowski, seconded by Trustee Bernstein, to ratify the procedures for public 
comment approved August 8, 2016, and amended February 12, 2018. No further discussion.  
Voice vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

Chief Carani joins the meeting at 5:10 p.m. 
 

6. Public Comment. President Malinowski opened the meeting for public comment. 
a. Nikki Snoblin congratulated the newly installed elected trustees now serving the District and 

residents, noting this is the first elected board in the district’s history and represents the 
culmination of desires of many residents. Ms. Snoblin suggested a greater receptivity by the 
Board to comment by the public might help improve resident understanding of District needs 
and avoid a confrontational and mistrusting relationship between the Board and residents of 
the District. 

b. Barbara Nessler echoed Ms. Snoblin’s comments. She also briefly commented on the 
unfortunate and unexpected passing of the late Pat Issel, of which the Board had been 
appraised at the meeting on May 13, 2019. 

c. Chief Siebert offers his congratulations to the newly installed elected trustees and offers best 
wishes for a continued relationship. 

d. Chief Carani added his concurrence to comments offered by Chief Siebert. 
 

7. Consider the FY19/20 regular meeting schedule. 
a. Attorney O’Connor advised he had been asked whether the Board could change the time of 

its regular meetings, slipping it back from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
b. Attorney O’Connor advised that Section 2.03 of the Open Meetings Act [5 ILCS 120/2.03] 

required the Board to adopt and post an annual schedule of regular meeting dates. He added 
that while changing meeting dates would require extraordinary notice to be sent, that 
changing the time of a meeting on any scheduled date did not implicate those same 
extraordinary notice requirement. General discussion ensued, with a consensus that a change 
in the start time of Board meetings from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. would make meetings more 
readily available to District residents and members of the public who might want to attend. 

c. Secretary Bernstein would sign and post a revised annual meeting schedule immediately 
following the meeting. 
 

Motion by Trustee Andersen, seconded by Trustee Bernstein, to retain the schedule of regular 
Board meetings on the second Monday of each month but to change the start time from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. No further discussion. 
Roll call vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

8. Consider and ratify appointment of advisors. Attorney O’Connor advised he had several matters 
for the Board’s consideration. 
a. Legal Counsel. Attorney O’Connor advised that his law firm, Ottosen Britz Kelly Cooper 

Gilbert and DiNolfo, Ltd., served as legal counsel for the District. Attorney O’Connor noted 
that members of the firm who had worked with the Board in the past included him and 
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attorneys John Kelly and John Motylinski. Attorney O’Connor suggested the Board could 
change legal counsel if it so desired but suggested at this early step that the Board ratify the 
relationship between the District and law firm cultivated by prior boards.  
 

Motion by Trustee Malinowski, seconded by Trustee Andersen, to retain the law firm of 
Ottosen Britz Kelly Cooper Gilbert and DiNolfo, Ltd. as legal counsel for the District. No 
further discussion. 
Roll call vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

b. Insurance provider (officials, general liability, errors and omissions coverages). Karl Snoblin 
confirmed current policies for coverage are and have for some time been provided by VFIS 
(Volunteer Firemen’s Insurances Services, Inc.), a division of Gladfelter Insurance Group. 
Karl Snoblin and Attorney O’Connor noted VFIS has provided appropriate insurance 
coverages for emergency service organizations such as the District for many years. Attorney 
O’Connor suggested the Board could change insurance providers if it so desired but 
suggested at this early step that the Board ratify the relationship between the District and 
VIFS cultivated by prior boards.  
 

Motion by Trustee Andersen, seconded by Trustee Bernstein, to retain the insurance 
coverages now proved by VFIS. No further discussion. 
Roll call vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

c. Open Meetings Act (OMA) designee(s) [5 ILCS 120/1.05(a)] and Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) officer(s) [5 ILCS 140/3.5]. 
i. Attorney O’Connor advised that the Board would need to designate one or more persons 

to ensure compliance with the OMA (the “designee(s)”) and one or more persons to 
ensure compliance with the FOIA (the “officer(s)”). Attorney O’Connor noted that he 
and attorneys of the firm would advise and assist, but that a quicker response sometimes 
required a response by a trustee on site. Short discussion of statutory requirements 
followed.  
 

Motion by Trustee Malinowski, seconded by Trustee Bernstein, to appoint all 3 trustees 
as OMA designee and FOIA officer for the District. No further discussion. 
Voice vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

ii. Attorney O’Connor advised of required OMA and FOIA training by all 3 trustees 
available on the Attorney General’s website. He noted each trustee should first register as 
a member of the public body so that a certificate of completion would be issued to each 
trustee on completing the online OMA and FOIA training programs. He advised the 
trustees to bring a copy of the printed certificates of completion to be retained with the 
District’s records. General consensus of the Board that all 3 trustees would complete the 
Attorney General’s on-line OMA and FOIA training programs. 

 

9. Consider and select District finances and related financial criteria. 
a. District depository institution. Treasurer Snoblin advised the current District depository 

institution was Lake Forest Bank and Trust. Attorney O’Connor advised the Board it should 
ratify continuing that relationship. Treasurer Snoblin offered positive reviews of the 
relationship with Lake Forest Bank and Trust.  
 

Motion by Trustee Malinowski, seconded by Trustee Andersen, to retain Lake Forest Bank 
and Trust as the District’s depository institution. No further discussion. 
Roll call vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

b. District warrant payment signatories. Attorney O’Connor advised the Board it needed to 
identify who would be authorized to approve District payments. Treasurer Snoblin noted that 
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the Treasurer should be included along with one trustee. Recognizing that any one trustee 
may or may not be available at any particular time, Treasurer Snoblin and Attorney O’Connor 
suggested that all 3 trustees should be authorized signatories for District warrant payments in 
addition to the Treasurer.  
 

Motion by Trustee Andersen, seconded by Trustee Malinowski, to include all 3 trustees and 
Treasurer Snoblin as authorized signatories for District warrant payments. No further 
discussion. 
Roll call vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 

 

10. Initial draft of the FY19/20 Budget and Appropriations Ordinance. General overview of key 
financially related actions and documents the Board would take in a fiscal year. 
a. Budget and Appropriations Ordinance (B&A Ord). Normally review initial draft May, post 

draft 30 days before hearing and approval in July. Publish notice in local newspaper of 
hearing and availability of draft 30 days before July hearing. File copy of B&A Ord. with 
Lake County Clerk, and publish copy of B&A Ord. in local newspaper. 

b. Comptroller’s Annual Finance Report (CAFR) and Annual Treasurer’s Report (ATR). 
Normally reviewed and approved at the September meeting for filing by end of October. 
CAFP is filed electronically. ATR is file with Lake County Clerk, with copy published in 
newspaper. 

c. Truth in Taxation Determination (TTN) for amount of Levy done in November for Board 
approval of Levy in December. Levy is filed with Lake County Clerk not later than last 
Tuesday in December. 

d. Review and finalize tax extension calculations based upon prior Levy with Lake County 
Clerk in March/April timeframe. 

e. Property taxes generally received starting in May and concluding in December with major 
payments (about 40% of total annual extension) in June and September. 

 

11. Discussion/possible action regarding the sale of Rockland FPD Building. Attorney O’Connor 
advised the Board of a conversation with winning bidder, Mr. Klujian last Thursday, May 16, 
2019, regarding status of reducing the winning bid to the standard real estate contract as provided 
in the bid and Board Resolution authorizing solicitation of bids for the sale of the station. 
Attorney O’Connor advised he had not yet heard from Mr. Klujian’s attorney. Attorney 
O’Connor advised that in addition to normal details of a sales contract, that he and Mr. Klujian’s 
attorney would also need to address the District’s hold-over provisions (office for the trustees and 
trustee/District files, use of the meeting room, continued access to and use of the emergency 
notification system/siren on the northern edge of the parking lot). Attorney O’Connor advised this 
line item would likely remain on the agenda for the foreseeable future. 
 

12. Adjournment.  There being no further business, Trustee Andersen made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 5:48 p.m. which was seconded by Trustee Malinowski. The Motion was approved by a 
voice vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 No. Meeting adjourned at 5:48 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Brian J. O’Connor 
District Attorney 

 

Approved ______________________, 2019 
 
 

            
Marcin Malinowski, Board President  Amy Bernstein, Board Secretary 


