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Rockland Fire Protection District 
Board of Trustees 

 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 
Monday, September 9, 2019 

Rockland Fire Protection District, Meeting Room 
14 Skokie Highway, Lake Bluff, IL. 60044 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call. President Malinowski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Roll 

call was taken with the following attendance noted: 
 

Trustee/President Marcin Malinowski  Chief Rich Carani [Libertyville FD] 
Trustee/Secretary Amy Bernstein  Chief Pete Siebert [Lake Forest FD] 

 Trustee Dave Andersen    Attorney Brian O’Connor 
 Treasurer Karl Snoblin     

 

Quorum acknowledged. 
 

Others Present  Residents and other members of the public 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. Recitation led by President Malinowski. 
 

3. Consideration of Minutes.  Trustees had reviewed the minutes. Motion by Trustee Malinowski, 
seconded by Trustee Bernstein, to approve the minutes for the regular board meeting of August 
12, 2019. No further discussion. Voice vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. 
The motion passed. 
 

Review closed session minutes from meeting April 20, 2017. The Board reviewed the minutes. 
The minutes had previously been approved but no record on consideration of confidentiality or 
release. Consensus there was no need to retain the minutes as confidential. Motion by Trustee 
Malinowski, seconded by Trustee Bernstein, to release for public inspection the minutes from the 
Closed Session held April 20, 2017. No further discussion. Voice vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, 
Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

Question about closed session minutes from meeting January 25, 2018. The Board reviewed the 
minutes. The minutes had previously been approved. Attorney O’Connor noted the minutes had 
been released for public inspection at the Board meeting May 14, 2018 in accordance with a 
request by the Public Access Counselor. No further action was needed. 
 

4. Chiefs’ Report.  
a. Chief Siebert reviewed the summary of services by Lake Forest FD to the District over the 

past month, including his written summary presented to the District. Chief Siebert stated that 
calls to date suggest an annual response (September 2018 – September 2019) of about 157 
calls, mostly emergency medical service related. Chief Siebert added that Department fire 
inspectors were performing inspections, with all routine results. 

b. Chief Carani reviewed the summary of services by Libertyville FD to the District over the 
past month, including his written summary presented to the District. Chief Carani agreed with 
Chief Siebert’s assessment of call volume. Chief Carani also reported that Department fire 
inspectors were performing inspections, with all routine results. 

c. Finally Chiefs Siebert and Carani extended an open invitation for trustees to visit the 
Departments fire stations, asking that interested trustees call to arrange a time for any visit. 

 

5. Public Comment. President Malinowski called for public comment.  
a. Wayne Spath. Asked the Board if any action had been taken or was contemplated to recover 

the $2,000 paid to former Trustee Rogers for damage reported to his vehicle. Mr. Spath noted 
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the investigation report from the Sheriff’s Department did not conclusively state the damage 
to the vehicle was caused while the vehicle was on District property. 

b. No other public comment offered. 
 

6. Attorney’s Report.  
a. Attorney O’Connor briefly addressed new laws in and coming from Springfield. He noted a 

change to the bidding statute expanding exceptions to required bidding for purchases for 
supplies, materials, or work involving an expenditure in excess of $20,000.  

b. Attorney O’Connor updated the Board on the single outstanding tax objection. The objection 
related to the corporate fund from 2014. Attorney O’Connor stated Attorney Joe Miller from 
the firm had provided the attorney for the objectors the District’s budget showing the 
purchase of the engine during that year, and in combination with the District’s fire station 
obligations, would sufficient justification for the corporate funds requested that year. 
Attorney O’Connor stated Attorney Miller said the opposing counsel reviewed the documents 
and agreed, and would withdraw the objection. Attorney O’Connor noted there were no other 
objections pending, but cautioned that objections could be filed in future years. 

 

7. Treasurer’s Report, May 2019. The Board reviewed the District’s financial position as of July 31, 
2019, as follows: 
  LF Bank and Trust – Capital  $  36,479.44 
  LF Bank and Trust – Checking  $390,240.28 
  LF Bank and Trust – Reserve  $274,460.89 
  TOTAL    $701,180.61 
 

Treasurer Snoblin advised that the bank was about to implement fee on the “Capital” account for 
lack of activity. Treasurer Snoblin advised that the District could transfer the funds into the 
“Reserve” account, for use as needed, and close the “Capital” account as it was not essential. 
 

Motion by Trustee Malinowski, seconded by Trustee Andersen, to move funds from the Capital 
account to the Reserve account, and to close the Capital account. No further discussion. Roll vote: 
3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

Treasurer Snoblin reviewed highlights of the District’s profit & loss/budget tracking report which 
he prepared based upon the recently approved budget. 
 

No further discussion. Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and profit & loss/budget 
tracking report by Trustee Malinowski, seconded by Trustee Andersen.  Roll vote: 3 Aye 
(Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

8. Review of Outstanding Invoices. The Board reviewed the list of outstanding invoices having a 
total amount of $10,731.63.  
 

Treasurer Snoblin reviewed select line items.  
a. Attorney O’Connor reported on the pending tax objection during his presentation. 
b. Treasurer Snoblin also provided reissued pay check from the October 2018 timeframe which 

had not been negotiated to President Malinowski for distribution to the appropriate payee, per 
the Board’s direction at the August 12, 2019 meeting. Treasurer Snoblin advised he had 
issued stop-payments on the larger value checks, but to date the bank had not imposed the 
stated $30 fee.  

 

No further discussion. Motion by Trustee Andersen, seconded by Trustee Bernstein to 
approve payment of invoices as presented in the amount of $10,731.63. No further 
discussion.  Roll vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 

 

9. Discussion/Action regarding the sale of the District Fire Station.  
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a. Attorney O’Connor advised he had had not further contact with Mr. Klujian’s attorney.  
b. President Malinowski advised he had spoken with Mr. Klujian and advised that should his 

attorney not contact the District’s attorney to act on the bid before the November meeting, 
that the Board would considered that bid stale and withdrawn. 

c. Attorney O’Connor reminded the Board should Mr. Klujian’s bid be deemed stale and 
withdrawn, then the Board would start the assessment process from the very start. 
i. Does the District/Board need/want the station? 

ii. If not, would the District lease the station? If leased, Attorney O’Connor reminded the 
Board of the outstanding sole-source lease listing agreement previously approved by the 
Board. 

iii. If the Board was again inclined to sell, the entire process would start from the beginning: 
a new appraisal would be needed, terms would need formalized in a resolution to be 
approved by the Board, terms soliciting bids would need to be published seeking sealed 
bids, a bid opening would follow with possible rejection of any or all bids or selection of 
a conforming bid. 

 

10. Review of the Process Leading Up to the Outsourcing of Fire Protection Services and Dissolution 
of the Knollwood Fire Department.  For this meeting, included under Item 11 below. 
 

11. Consider Res. 2019-02 Authorizing Citizens’ Review Committee. 
a. Attorney O’Connor prepared the Resolution at the Board’s request. 
b. Attorney O’Connor briefly reviewed highlights of the terms of the Resolution. He noted that 

the Committee would be a formal committee of the District and as such subject to the Open 
Meetings Act, Freedom of Information Act, and Local Records Act. 

c. General discussion ensured, with specific discussion on committee membership, 
responsibilities to the Board on reporting on funding and uses, and number and frequency of 
committee meetings. 

d. Updates on Committee activities to be included as an agenda item for future Board meetings. 
 

No further discussion. Motion by Trustee Malinowski, seconded by Trustee Andersen, to approve 
Res. 2019-02 Authorizing Citizens’ Review Committee.  Roll vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, 
Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

12. Other Items as may be Lawfully Brought before the Board. 
a. US41/IL176 intersection.  After discussion at last meeting, Trustee Malinowski advised he 

had contacted IDOT regarding the reported plan to improve the US41/IL176 intersection. 
Trustee Malinowski reported that according to Mr. Guy Tridgell, IDOT spokesperson, there 
was no plan yet for improvement of the US41/IL176 intersection.  

b. Attorney O’Connor added he had located no information regarding the intersection 
improvement on either the IDOT or Lake County DOT websites. 

 

13. Adjournment.  There being no further business, Trustee Malinowski made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:43 p.m. which was seconded by Trustee Andersen. The Motion was approved by a 
voice vote: 3 Aye (Andersen, Malinowski, Bernstein), 0 Nay. Meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Brian J. O’Connor 
District Attorney 

 

Approved                                     , 2019 

 
            
Marcin Malinowski, Board President  Amy Bernstein, Board Secretary 


