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Rockland Fire Protection District 
Board of Trustees 

 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Monday, May 13, 2019 
Rockland Fire Protection District, Meeting Room 

14 Skokie Highway, Lake Bluff, IL. 60044 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call. President Rogers called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Roll call 
was taken with the following attendance noted: 
 
Trustee/President Dan Rogers   Attorney Brian O’Connor 
Trustee/Secretary Robert Grum   B/Chief Matt Penar [Lake Forest FD] 

 Trustee Karl Snoblin    D/Chief Ken Komers [Libertyville FD] 
 Treasurer Tami Bryan     
  

Quorum acknowledged. 
 
Others Present  
Trustees-Elect  Marcin Malinowski, Amy Bernstein, David Andersen 
Residents  Ed Whitehead, Teresa Caringello, Ron Lamb 
Other members of the public 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. Recitation led by President Rogers. 
 

3. Consideration of Minutes.  Motion by Trustee Grum, seconded by Trustee Snoblin, to approve 
the minutes for the regular board meeting of April 8, 2019, as amended and the special board 
meeting of May 2, 2019. Trustees had reviewed the minutes. 2 amendments were noted for the 
April 8th minutes. No further discussion. Voice vote: 3 Aye (Grum, Rogers, Snoblin), 0 Nay. The 
motion passed. 
 

4. Public Comment.  
a. Teresa Caringello advised that long-time resident Pat Issel passed away unexpectedly on 

Sunday, May 12. Ms. Caringello note the late Mrs. Issel was the wife of a former District 
Fire Chief, the mother of another District Fire Chief as well as a District Deputy Fire 
Chief. On behalf of the Board President Rogers extended condolences to the family and 
appreciation for the many years of service provided by the late Mrs. Issel and her family 
to the community. Ms. Caringello continued with comments on the fire station property 
appraisal and its accuracy. 

b. Ron Lamb offered (1) commendations to the Board, and Trustees Rogers and Grum on 
actions to secure fire and ambulance services for the District by agreement with 
neighboring fire departments and conclude the fiscally inefficient services offered by the 
stand-alone fire company, and (2) comments concerning the bidding process and impact 
of the appraisal on that process. 

c. Ed Whitehead noted again concerns about action of the Board in arranging for fire and 
ambulance services for the District by agreement with neighboring fire departments as 
well as the bidding process relating to the sale of the District’s fire station. Mr. 
Whitehead stated, in regards to former Lake County Board Chairman Aaron Lawlor, “We 
are here tonight because of [Mr. Lawlor] who stated that he is … gay, HIV positive, 
mentally ill, drug addicted and [as Mr. Whitehead] understand[s] under investigation for 
possible misappropriation of county funds.” Attorney O’Connor stated, “You need to 
watch those comments.” Mr. Whitehead responded, “They are not my comments, they 
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are [Mr. Lawlor’s] words.” Mr. O’Connor replied, “You need to watch those comments.” 
Mr. Whitehead concluded, “OK, so we know why we are here.” 

d. Trustee Rogers noted the elected Board of Trustees would take office at a special meeting 
on May 20, 2019, and offered observations and comments. 
i. Comments on the actions leading to efforts to secure fire and ambulance services for 

the District by agreement with neighboring fire departments including Lake Bluff, 
Lake Forest and Libertyville. 

ii. The role played by Knollwood Neighbors to facilitate community involvement with 
the District and fire department. 

iii. Noted that response data showed about 15 calls per month, for which service by 
contract was more cost effective. 

iv. The dissolution of former District assets generated revenue for the District. 
v. The $980,000 bid for the purchase of the District’s fire station which had an 

appraised value of $630,000 was a very favorable result for the District. 
vi. Commented on the process of noting the accuracy of the appraisal and its impact on 

the bid process. 
vii. Offered his thanks to Trustees Snoblin and Grum. 

viii. Noted that Treasurer Tami Bryan had tendered her resignation effect at the 
conclusion of the meeting. 

ix. Acknowledged and offered congratulations and best wishes to Trustees-Elect Marcin 
Malinowski, Amy Bernstein and Dave Andersen. 

e. Trustee Grum offered observations and comments. 
i. Stated his intent and objective since appointment has been to provide the most 

fiscally economical [fire, EMS and emergency response] efforts to and support of 
residents of the District. 

ii. Reviewed past research efforts and inquiries in to operations of other departments in 
Lake County. 

iii. Focused on assessment based on facts and figures more so than emotion. 
iv. Left the District with sound fire, EMS and emergency response coverage and in a 

sound financial status. 
f. Treasurer Bryan confirmed her resignation from office at the conclusion of the meeting, 

and thanked Trustee Snoblin and the Board for the opportunity to learn and serve. 
There was no further comment offered. 
 

5. Chiefs’ Report.  
a. BC Penar reviewed the summary of services by Libertyville FD to the District over the 

past month, including his written report emailed and presented to the District. 
b. DC Komers reviewed the summary of services by Lake Forest FD to the District over the 

past month, including his written report emailed and presented to the District. 
c. No questions or discussion by the Board. 

 
6. Discussion/Action regarding the sale of the District Fire Station. 

a. Attorney O’Connor advised he had not been contact by Mr. Klujian or Mr. Klujian’s 
attorney since the meeting May 2, 2019. 
 

7. Attorney’s Report.  
a. Attorney O’Connor noted he and other members of the firm continued to monitor 

developments with new laws proposed and pending in Springfield. He explained more precise 
details would likely emerge later this month and that he would keep the Board posted on any 
major developments. 
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8. Treasurer’s Report, April 2019. The Board reviewed the District’s financial position as of April 
30, 2019, as follows: 
  LF Bank and Trust – Capital  $  36,458.15 
  LF Bank and Trust – Checking  $293,231.57 
  LF Bank and Trust – Reserve  $274,361.50 
  TOTAL    $604,051.22 
 
The Board reviewed the District’s profit & loss/budget tracking report. 
 
No further discussion. Motion to approve by Trustee Grum, seconded by Trustee Snoblin.  Roll 
vote: 3 Aye (Grum, Rogers, Snoblin), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

9. Review of Outstanding Invoices. The Board reviewed the list of outstanding invoices having a 
total amount of $19,353.89.  

 
No further discussion. Motion to approve by Trustee Snoblin, seconded by Trustee Grum.  Roll 
vote: 3 Aye (Grum, Rogers, Snoblin), 0 Nay. The motion passed. 
 

10. Discussion regarding agenda for the May 20, 2019 special meeting. Attorney O’Connor had 
prepared a draft agenda for consideration and approval. Limited discussion ensued. Consensus 
that the agenda was proper and appropriate and could be posted well in advance of the Open 
Meetings Act requirement. 
 

11. Adjournment.  There being no further business, Trustee Grum made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 5:40 p.m. which was seconded by Trustee Snoblin. The Motion was approved by a 
voice vote: 3 Aye (Grum, Rogers, Snoblin), 0 No. Meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brian J. O’Connor 
District Attorney 

 
Approved ______________________, 2019 

 
 
 

            
Dan Rogers, Board President   Robert Grum, Board Secretary 


